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from the Indian coal-measures ; and efforts are being
made by private capitalists in Bengal to commercially
solve the problem of iron manufacture on a large
scale.

From the first, Lord Mayo insisted on his new
Department being a Department of Commerce as
well as of agriculture* The Company's old monopoly
left behind it a jealousy of the private merchant and
an indifference to his interests. Long before Lord
Mayo's Viceroyalty, this jealousy had dwindled from
a political influence into a social tradition. But it had
sufficed to retard the adoption of the enlightened
measures with regard to the supervision of commerce,
which in England centres in the Board of Trade.
India, at the time of Lord Kayo's accession, had no
Board of Trade, nor anything corresponding to it
He determined, in forming his new Department, to
create a nucleus of such a Board. His original pro-
posal was that its head should bear the title of
' Director-General of the Department of Agriculture
and Commerce.' ' We are convinced/ he said, * that
if there had been a Department, the special business
of which was to make itself thoroughly acquainted
with all facts of importance regarding the commercial
transactions of India, to observe intelligently the
operations of external and internal trade, and to
watch the effect produced on the commerce of the
country by our fiscal system, our legislation would
, have been very different from what it has actually
been. If such a Department had existed, we doubt
whether the export duties which we now levy on